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rism^Iaya, and from the place of its growth,  it received  the
appellation of Maujavata (Rv. x. 34, i).1

The Soma has been described in the Rgveda as " the
oldest " '(pratnamit, ix. 42, 4) "anterior to all sacrifices1'
(x&jnasya purvyak, ix. 2, 10) "the very essence and
spirit of sacrifice "( Yajnasyn dtmd>\x. 2,10; 6, 8j, " the
favourite drink of the Gods from the ancient times " (divah
P^yusafn purvyam^ ix. no, 8) " the father of Indra and other
Gods " (RVi i^ 96, 5) and " the father of all th e Gods " (Pita
tfevatdndm^ ix. 86, 10). All these descriptions of the Soma
point to its hoary antiquity, as also the antiquity of the land
that produced it, and of the people that first used it in
sacrifice,

That it was used in sacrifice by the ancestors of the Rg-
vedic Rszs is proved by various mantras, two of which are
quoted below : "'' Our ancient ancestors, the Vasisthas, who
were fond of drinking the Soma juice, performed the Soma
sacrifice according to established rites " (Rv*. x* 15, 8).

** Our ancestors, the Angirases, the Atharvans, and the
Bhfgtis have just come (to this sacrifice), and they are entitled
to share the Soma drink with us " (Rv. x, 14, 6).

It sfapuld be borne in mind that these early ancestors had
initiated the institution of sacrifice by producing Fire (Rv, i.
31, i ; 71, 3; x. 21, 5; 92, 10). As they were the earliest
sacrificers, and probably also initiated the Soma sacrifice,
their spirits were invoked at the time of holding a sacrifice*
and they were asked to share the Soma drink with their
descendants,

I will conclude this subject of the Soma sacrifice by
quoting: the following words from Ragozin's Vedic India :

i       Cf. the Mahdbhdiata (xiv. 8. ij :

fift f^nw*.

Nirukta :^^fft^ft ^ft^[t^^